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Happenings: 
It’s hard to believe, but we’ve made it to the halfway point! The 
library has had incredible things in the works all semester and has 
really benefited from the creativity of Kari Lovett, our new 
assistant, and Michelle Proper who did an internship at our school 
library. I have enjoyed learning from them and I continue to soak in 
as much of Cheryl Benedix’s knowledge as possible.

We have new books! Our graphic novels/manga section has grown 
again by about 1/3. It doubled in size last year. The feedback from 
students was a mandate to acquire more of this genre. I need your 
feedback as well. If you see a resource we are paying for and not 
using, such as Science in Context, please, please send an email, 
text me, or send out a carrier pigeon. Every dollar is precious!
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Distance Delivery 

Library assistants, Cheryl Benedix and 
Kari Lovett spent 13.5 hours 
supervising Distance Delivery classes. 

Gate Count 

During the month of December, we 
hosted 8,807 patrons. Our busiest day 
was Dec. 15 when West Valley Library 
had 1,504 people pass through the 
gates. 

Independant Users 

Students on free periods or with 
passes sign in at the desk. This is 
extremely important: please remind 
your students. 681 students chose to 
spend time with us in December. 
Students do not sign in before or after 
school or at lunch. 351 students 
obtained SSP passes before school. 

Lab Use (by period; ChrBk. 
by day) 

iMac 35   iMac2  38

Rm. 133  15       Rm.202  34

Rm.215  14   Chromebook Carts =

iPad        # of Days Checked Out

#1   11              #1  13

#2   (Math)       #2  10

#3    11              #3  17

Tables  6         #4  17

PRIDE OF THE PACK 
 Statistics | Items of Interest | Tips and Tricks

Yes, I can laugh at myself. Roll Tide!
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Services We Provide:
✦ Tech Troubleshooting

✦Maintain the Calendar for carts and labs

✦Collaborate on 
classroom or library 
lessons

✦Teach research skills 
to your classes

✦Laminate, copy and 
BYOD

✦Reader’s Advisory

✦Create LibGuides or 
Resource Lists

West Valley High School �2

New Year, New Ideas

Fake news is the story of the 
moment. News outlets have 
denounced the proliferation of 
outrageous “news” primarily 
found on social media. It falls 
squarely on our shoulders to 
teach our students the 
difference between “false” and 
“real” news, the steps to 
differentiate between them, 
and how to investigate 
websites for legitimacy. Studies 
have shown that many 
Americans (not just teens or 
college students) cannot tell 
the difference between ads 
that appear within a Google 
search and websites related to 
their search term. 

Databases and different search 
engines, not just Google, will 
provide other and frequently 
better information. The next 
time you need information, try 
Sweet Search as your search 
engine. It is designed for 
students in conjunction with 
Google, but it has fewer ads 
and far less “rabbit holes” for 
you to chase.  


